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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce read defects due to the trouble 
that bars are detected thicker than the true thickness, 
by operating a threshold for identification of bars of a 
prescribed classification based on the signal indicating a 
minimum bar width out of electric signals outputted from 
a detecting means. 

CONSTITUTION: A converting means converts a bar 
code to electric signals corresponding to widths of 
respective bars. A decoding means identifies the 
classification of the width of the bar indicated by the 
electric signal and decodes the code in accordance with 
electric signals. An operating means operates the 
threshold for identification of a prescribed classification 
of widths of bars on the basis of the signal indicating the 
minimum width out of electric signals outputted from the 
converting means. The detecting means detects the 
number of bars of the prescribed classification on the 
basis of this operated threshold by electric signals 
outputted from the converting means. A deciding means 

decides whether the number of detected bars of the prescribed classification and the number of 
bars of the prescribed classification preliminarily determined in the bar code encoding system 
coincide with each other or not; and if they do not coincide with each other, a read defect 
signal indicating the outputted electric signals are erroneous is outputted. 
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